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Back to the future
Letter from the Editor:
This past week, a motley crew of The Other Press staff and I journeyed to the far-off land of Toronto to join other 
papers from across the country for the annual Canadian 
University Press national conference (NASH). This year’s 
conference was historic, as it was NASH’s 75th anniversary—
if it were a marriage, CUP would be showered with 
diamonds and gold for sticking together that long.
I kid, of course, but 75 years is a really long time for groups 
of weird (yet totally passionate) newspaper kids to be 
gathering and sharing their stuff with each other. I think 
about the issues that Canadian post-secondary newspapers 
face today—things like the decline of print journalism in 
general and the over-saturation of news in society—and 
wonder what the big issues were when CUP first started in 
1938. Could editors back then have ever imagined how much 
things would change today? Will newspaper editors 75 years 
from now laugh at how I worry about our social media reach 
on Facebook? Will there even be newspaper editors 75 years 
from now?
Indeed, thinking about the past brings forth many questions 
about the future. Still, there is something comforting about 
belonging to a tradition that’s spanned generations. This 
week, let’s all take some time to think about where we stand 
in the grand timeline of things—whether it be in your family, 
your job, or the world.
Sharon Miki
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By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
On January 8, the first DSU organized pub event of 
2013 supplied beer, bites, and 
brainy fun. Though the event 
had an early start time, making 
for a smaller crowd, it simply 
meant more free food, shorter 
wait time at the pool and air 
hockey tables, and a better 
opportunity to mingle with 
fellow students. 
“The DSU decided to 
incorporate events where 
students can just come hang out 
after class,” said Chris Raeside, 
DSU member-at-large and event 
organizer. “We wanted to create 
a beer garden vibe so students 
don’t have to go home and then 
come back.” The event’s time 
allowed for those who chose to 
attend a chance to relax before 
heading home. “We aim to 
cater to different crowds,” said 
Raeside, “perhaps we would 
have it earlier next time.” The 
last pub afternoon at Douglas 
was held in the summer, while 
the sun was out at four o’clock 
and the patio was open. 
But time was not a factor for 
silent trivia. After 20 questions 
concerning sports, movies, and 
geography to name a few, a 
sudden death showdown took 
place. A 17 to 17 tie between 
Alex Gibson, Humanities/Print 
Future student, and our very 
own staff writer, Eric Wilkins, 
increased the drama. The victor 
got to walk away with a round 
of free beer and bragging rights 
to last the whole year. The 
deciding question was “what 
year did Facebook open up to 
users the age of 13?” After three 
rounds of incorrect answers, 
Gibson managed to answer 
correctly: 2006. 
However, Douglas’ new 
trivia champion was not 
crowned without controversy. 
Upon further review, DSU 
organizers realized that Wilkins 
had originally gotten a total of 
18 out of 20 correct and was in 
fact the overall winner, therefore 
making the sudden death 
playoff redundant. But in a 
fine display of Douglas College 
class and sportsmanship, 
handshakes and drinks were 
shared and not the bitter reprise 
of competitions. 
“It’s all for fun,” said 
Wilkins, lounging in his chair, 
enjoying the splendor of victory 
and a bowl of Cheetos. “I’ll just 
have to defend my title at the 
next event.” 
January 24 is the date for 
the next DSU pub night with 
“Graffiti” as the theme. So take 
a moment out of the doldrums 
of homework and classroom for 
a “Flippy Cup” competition, 
free food, and a welcoming 
atmosphere. 
Contract renewal to 
either be approved by 
students or rejected
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
From January 28-30 polling 
stations in the New Westminster 
concourse and David Lam 
atrium will open for students 
to approve the new U-Pass 
contract in a referendum which 
will set the price for Douglas 
College and other major Metro 
Vancouver area post-secondary 
students’ use of TransLink 
services until 2016.
The proposal includes the 
new pricing for the U-Pass, 
which will increase by about 
four per cent each year. From 
May 2013 to April 2014 the 
monthly charge will be $35, May 
2014 to April 2015 will be $36.75, 
and from May 2015 to April 
2016 the price will be $38. At 
the current price point, students 
are paying only 20 per cent of 
the price for three-zone access 
compared to adult pass holders 
who pay $170 monthly.
“Student Associations 
recognize that no one likes fee 
increases and that is why we 
have worked together like never 
before to lobby TransLink and 
the government to keep the 
U-Pass BC program affordable 
for students. We are continuing 
to working very closely 
throughout the referendums 
to make sure students are as 
informed as possible,” said Jill 
Griffin, co-chair for the U-Pass 
advisory committee.
The 2010 referendum 
which brought the U-Pass to 
Douglas College was approved 
by 94 per cent of students who 
participated in the ballot casting.
“In September 2011, 
British Columbia was the first 
province to offer a universal 
and comprehensive transit 
program for all students 
attending publicly funded post-
secondary institutions,” said 
a press release by the U-Pass 
BC campaign team. “Since 
the implementation of U-Pass 
BC, students have enjoyed 
affordable and sustainable 
modes of transportation, 
where all three travel zones are 
included in the cost of U-Pass 
BC.  The renewal of U-Pass BC 
will continue to foster a new 
generation of transit users, 
where fewer people will be 
driving, which will result in less 
traffic congestion and reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions.”
This fall, the dispensable 
cards will also be replaced with 
the incoming electronic fare 
payment method, the Compass. 
Exact details of how the U-Pass 
will work as a Compass card 
are yet to be released but it is 
known that the monthly pass 
pickups will be unnecessary, 
as the Compass cards will be 
valid for five years and will 
work at a standard adult fare 
payment method after the user 
is ineligible for U-Pass access.
www.theotherpress.ca
Douglas Students’ 
Union hosts first pub 
afternoon event of 
2013
U-Pass referendum coming at the end of January
The proposal includes the new pricing for the U-Pass, which will 
increase by about four per cent each year.
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By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
Africa: (Mali) French troops 
began a military intervention 
early last week in Mali to push 
Islamic extremists out of the 
northern area of the country, 
who have maintained a strong 
presence in the region since 
last April. Though neither 
government would comment 
on the number of troops in 
the area or the assortment 
of armaments they brought 
with them, Mali’s president 
Francois Hollande told the 
press “The operation will last 
as long as is necessary.” The 
two countries have strong 
colonial ties with several 
thousand French civilians 
currently living in the country. 
North America: (Mexico) 
Newly elected president 
Enrique Pena Nieto has 
enacted a law which will work 
to financially compensate the 
victims and families of those 
who have been disturbed by 
the drug wars. Although the 
bill was approved by Mexican 
congress last spring, former 
president Felipe Calderon 
opposed passing the bill 
during his well-known fight 
against drug violence in the 
country. Up to $70,000 will 
be paid to families who have 
suffered from the violence as 
early as next month. 
South America: (Argentina) 
An Argentine naval ship that 
was detained in Ghana has 
arrived back to its homeport 
after being detained for over 
two months. An investment 
company had seized the 
103-metre sailing ship ARA 
Libertad in Ghana in an attempt 
to recover debt the country 
still owed after the 2002 debt 
default, in which the firm has 
stated Argentina still owes the 
company $370 million. 
Asia- Central & South: 
(India) Three of the five men 
charged with the rape and 
death of an Indian woman on 
a Delhi bus in mid-December 
have pleaded ‘not guilty’ to 
the charges against them. 
The 23-year-old woman was 
attacked while onboard a 
transit bus and subsequently 
died of injuries in the hospital 
afterwards. The attack has 
sparked public outcry towards 
India’s judicial system for 
being inaccurate and slow, 
with many women coming 
forward to confess similar 
stories of their own. 
Asia- Pacific: (North Korea) 
Google’s executive chairman 
Eric Schmidt and former 
New Mexico Governor Bill 
Richardson made a visit to 
North Korea last week in 
an attempt to convince the 
country’s government to lift 
a ban on providing Internet 
access to its population. 
Isolation has created a false 
image of the world for North 
Korea’s population and 
Schmidt expressed concerns of 
major economic woes for the 
country if the ban is not lifted 
soon. Currently, Internet access 
is restricted to the country’s 
heavily censored intranet. 
Europe: (Northern Ireland) 
Violent protests raged 
throughout Belfast last week 
in response to a decision made 
by city council to stop flying 
the Union Jack year-round 
on several of its buildings. 
Although the protests have 
been ongoing since the 
decision was made, violence 
has escalated in the past week 
with reports of 52 police 
officers injured and almost 100 
protesters arrested. 
Middle East: (Syria) UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Navi Pillay has stated 
that over 60,000 people in 
Syria have died from the 
conflict that has completely 
uprooted and destroyed the 
country. The UN Human 
Rights Commission used 
statistics from several different 
sources including those from 
the Syrian government and 
activists in Syria to compile the 
shocking numbers. Although 
the figures do have a first 
and last name and location of 
death associated with them, 
the actual likely death toll is 
poised to be potentially higher 
due to the number of deaths 
unaccounted for over the past 
22 months of fighting.
World Recap: weekly geopolitical events (Jan. 7–13, 2013)
Argentine Navy Ship | Photo courtesy of Natacha Pisarenko / AP
5News.www.theotherpress.ca
Health Canada reports 
over 8,000 cases of type 
A influenza nationally 
since late August 
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
The Public Health Agency of Canada has reported an 
earlier and greater spike in flu 
cases across Canada—more 
than what has been normally 
observed in the last two years. 
“From August 26 to 
December 29, 2012, a total 
of 8,190 positive influenza 
specimens have been detected 
by provincial and territorial 
laboratories across Canada,” 
according to Health Canada’s 
Sara Laurer. “During the same 
period last year, there were only 
324 positive influenza specimens 
detected.” 
“The increased numbers 
are within the range of what 
Health Canada expects to see in 
the midst of influenza season; 
however this is an early start to 
the flu season,” says Laurer.  
Last April, the agency 
saw 8,606 positive influenza 
specimens from cumulative 
laboratory detections across the 
nation since August 2011 and 
the 2011-2012 influenza season 
had a mix of influenza A (50.6 
per cent) and influenza B (49.4 
per cent). 
Throwing further 
complications into the matter, 
health officials are also seeing a 
rise in the outbreak of norovirus 
throughout the country. The 
British Columbia Center for 
Disease Control has stated on 
that “norovirus season has 
begun early this year with the 
arrival of a new strain [and] 
since October 2012 there have 
been higher than expected 
requests for gastroenteritis 
outbreak laboratory testing, as 
well as higher norovirus positive 
test results when compared to 
this time in 2011.”
Influenza and norovirus 
may exhibit similar illnesses 
in the body but the two are 
completely different viruses. The 
norovirus typically lasts two to 
three days whereas the flu can 
show symptoms in the body 
lasting for several weeks. 
A spokesperson for 
Providence Health Care has 
stated that St. Paul’s Hospital 
in Vancouver is at maximum 
capacity with all beds in use due 
to the overwhelming number 
of cases of the flu in the region. 
Most of the people who have 
been admitted to hospital 
facilities in the Lower Mainland 
are over the age of 65, according 
to several different health 
authorities in the region.     
“It is too early to tell if the 
flu season overall will be worse 
than in previous years, as we 
don’t yet know how long the 
season will last or when it will 
peak,” Laurer said.
The BC Ministry of Health 
has also expressed concerns over 
the H3N2 virus prevailing in the 
province after not seeing a case 
of influenza nearly as bad since 
the H1N1 virus in 2009.
Influenza infecting more people, quicker
Photo courtesy of mah_japan Flickr (Creative Commons)
St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver 
is at maximum capacity with 
all beds in use due to the 
overwhelming number of cases 
of the flu in the region
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Snubbed? Predictable? 
Surprising? All 
of the above.
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Much like the dreaded walk of shame after a 
stupendous night of drinking, 
I look warily at my pile of 2012 
movie tickets scattered around 
my desk, knowing full well that 
I paid for movies like Battleship, 
The Raven, Cloud Atlas (deal with 
it), and Cosmopolis (x2 for my 
poor sister). But while they were 
crummy movies, that didn’t 
make my year any worse—
every walk of shame walked is 
a badge earned. What makes me 
feel like I threw the year (and 
my money) away is when you 
experience a film that creates 
a feeling of awe that envelops 
you, to the point where you 
feel like you’ve just witnessed 
something that changes how 
you feel about a subject or how 
you think about life even… 
and then find out that a couple 
of suits also experienced those 
films, didn’t think much of 
them, and then tossed them 
aside like a crusty sock. That’s 
what gets me down.
Getting to the point of all 
this, I’m not so much surprised 
with this year’s list of nominees 
as I am somewhat disappointed. 
I’m happy to say that I do 
feel each of the films in their 
respective categories earned 
those nominations (except for 
some Best Foreign Language 
entries, but I’ll get to those in 
a bit). There’s a well-balanced 
feeling of anticipation when one 
really is left wondering who will 
win, because unlike most years, 
many of this year’s nominations 
honestly contain a lot of subjects 
that can be considered fair 
game.
With that, let’s move onto 
arguably the most devastating 
snubs. Starting off basic, there 
was still a spot left in the Best 
Picture category, and yet The 
Master, Moonrise Kingdom, 
and The Avengers all sat on 
the sidelines… I have enough 
rants to get out, so I won’t even 
start on those, but the fact is 
still absolute bull. Now, I hate 
saying this, but Argo is a film I 
remember feeling mesmerized 
by while watching, but in the 
end didn’t really remember 
much of. Perhaps that’s 
what was going through the 
Academy’s minds when Ben 
Affleck got snubbed for a Best 
Director nom—it’s a fantastic 
movie, and I am shocked, but 
there are only so many spots 
for the award… what can you 
do? I suppose the same can be 
said for Looper getting left out of 
Best Original Screenplay, which 
I’m honestly more upset by, but 
looking at the list, once again 
I have a difficult time looking 
for something to take and make 
room for what is now doomed 
to be a very underrated sci-fi 
drama. 
I hated Cloud Atlas probably 
for the same reasons a lot of 
people hate Tree of Life, which I 
actually enjoyed (not loved, but 
enjoyed). I felt like I wasted my 
time; I didn’t learn anything, I 
certainly didn’t feel anything, 
and the scope of its ideas were 
just too big for what the movie 
was trying to accomplish. All of 
that said, at the very least, it’s a 
fairly beautiful-looking movie 
(even if half of the makeup jobs 
were horrific), and there’s a 
reason the Best Original Song 
and Score categories exist.
Moving on to what will 
probably be less-heard snub 
choices, these are the ones that 
really broke my heart. Best Actor 
for Jack Black in Bernie—he 
became Bernie Tiede, a role 
that he was born to play in that 
delightfully morbid sleeper of 
an indie darling. Then there 
is the lack of Best Foreign 
Language spots for the insane 
trip that is Holy Motors and the 
absolutely heart-wrenching Rust 
and Bone—and on that note, 
nothing for Marion Cotillard 
in the Best Actress category for 
what was clearly a physically 
exhausting role.
The spots for Foreign 
Language are even more 
infuriating though because films 
like Chile’s No and Canada’s 
War Witch are taking up spots. 
Both films cover extremely 
important political topics in 
their respective countries… 
save for War Witch, which takes 
place in Africa (go Canada?). 
But while War Witch wasn’t 
by any means bad, it is a bit 
forgettable—if you’ve seen the 
movie, I’m a terrible person in 
saying that, but the fact remains 
that my life is completely 
unaffected from having seen 
it. Then we have No, one of 
the most overrated films I sat 
through this year. Look, I’m 
Chilean, I know what’s what, 
and I know the film managed 
to humourously cover what at 
the time was a tough struggle 
for Chile to pull through—
that said, it’s a crap film. It’s 
found footage pretending to be 
something more by giving us a 
completely flat, dull, pointless 
lead with bullshit problems—
there’s making a docu-drama, 
and there’s not deciding (nor 
caring about) what the hell kind 
of movie you want to make.
Now that I’ve gotten all 
of that out of my system, take 
some time to check out these 
films and the nominees if you 
haven’t already. At the end of 
the day, all of this is opinion—
they’re opinions of mine that 
aren’t going to change, but that 
doesn’t have to make them your 
opinions. Get mad or get stoked, 
because regardless the Oscars 
will still be occurring on Sunday, 
February 24.
And the nominees are…
I’m happy to say that I do feel each of the films in their 
respective categories earned those nominations. There’s 
a well-balanced feeling of anticipation when one really 
is left wondering who will win, because unlike most 
years, many of this year’s nominations honestly contain 
a lot of subjects that can be considered fair game.
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By Steven Cayer, Contributor
Directed by Kathryn Bigelow (director of the 2010 Best 
Picture-winner The Hurt Locker), 
Zero Dark Thirty is an intense 
film that takes you through the 
obstacles the CIA went through 
in finding, and eventually 
killing Osama Bin Laden. The 
movie has already snagged four 
Golden Globe nominations (the 
top ones being Best Picture—
Drama and Best Director), and 
was recently nominated for a 
Best Picture Oscar (amongst 
others) as well.
Zero Dark Thirty covers 
the decade-long span, from 
September 11, 2001, all the way 
to that final moment on May 1, 
2011. Yes, although the movie is 
157 minutes long (just over two-
and-a-half hours), it is very well 
paced. There were also a couple 
of surprise cast members along 
the way, although the big focus 
has been on Jessica Chastain’s 
performance. Chastain plays 
a CIA operative who is hell-
bent on finding Bin Laden in 
what has already been a multi-
award winning (and now Oscar 
nominated) role. 
I must admit, while the 
first quarter of the film was 
tough to watch, the rest left me 
on the edge of my seat. And 
even though we already know 
the ending, it still made me 
imagine the possibilities and 
kept me asking, “Did this really 
happen?”
By Parker Thompson, 
Contributor
If you were dying to go see Gangster Squad since its 
delayed September release, 
you may want to reconsider. 
Directed by Ruben Fleischer 
(director of 2009’s Zombieland), 
Gangster Squad’s stylized 
cinematics are insulted by 
unclear directorial choices and a 
lacklustre storyline.
Set in a corrupt post-WWII 
Los Angeles, Gangster Squad 
takes us into a period famous 
for its organized crime. The film 
opens with Mickey Cohen (Sean 
Penn), the most feared gangster 
in town, on the verge of taking 
over LA. However, Cohen meets 
trouble when police sergeant 
John O’Mara (Josh Brolin) puts 
together a secret police unit 
dedicated to taking him down. 
The late 1940s were a 
nostalgic and exciting time for 
LA, but Gangster Squad doesn’t 
take advantage of that the way a 
film noir should. While the film 
was clearly stylized, I wasn’t 
sure if it was meant to be a noir 
revival or spoof. It ended up 
coming off as a combination 
of both. Fleischer’s history as 
a comedic director leads me to 
believe that he involuntarily 
made fun of the genre.
With the exception of Penn’s 
portrayal of Mickey Cohen, poor 
writing victimized a talented 
cast into delivering shallow, 
uninteresting characters. 
There’s so much more that 
could have been done with an 
all-star lineup of actors in this 
fascinating time period.
I did appreciate the 
beauty of individual 
moments—especially the 
action sequences—but that’s 
not enough for a coherent film. 
Maybe next time Hollywood 
wants to share its history with 
us, it’ll choose a director suited 
for the job.
By Zach Roubos, Contributor
A perceived knock against A$AP Rocky that critics 
bring up over and over is that he 
is a style over substance rapper. 
Entirely on the contrary, Rocky’s 
(a.k.a. Rakim Mayers’) style is 
his substance; his ear for beats is 
ridiculous, and his debut album 
Long. Live. A$AP. (out January 
15) is a testament to that.
With production credits 
from Jim Jonsin, Hit-Boy, Clams 
Casino, and 40, amongst others, 
there are many varied styles 
on the album, yet nothing feels 
out of place. The first standout 
track is undeniably “PMW (All I 
Really Need),” where Schoolboy 
Q steps in and arguably steals 
the show on the incredibly 
infectious ode to all one needs in 
life. “Hell” finds Clams Casino 
on the boards with a banger 
that sounds like it was made in 
the far reaches of deep space, 
which Rocky flows nimbly over 
while Santigold slides through 
on the chorus. “1 Train” sees 
the resurrection of the posse 
cut featuring an insane lineup. 
Over a throwback grimy string 
sample based beat cooked up 
by Hit-Boy, Rocky spits what is 
probably his best verse on the 
album, followed by six of his 
most innovative crew joining in. 
Deluxe editions of the 
album wrap up nicely with 
Rocky getting surprisingly 
personal about lost love on the 
Florence Welch (of Florence 
and the Machine fame) assisted 
“I Come Apart.” That is the 
version I recommend getting, 
as it also comes with three 
additional bonus tracks, making 
what is already a solid listen last 
even longer.
Stirring the controversial pot with ‘Zero Dark Thirty’
‘Gangster Squad’ embarrasses Hollywood with its film noir spoof
Get A$AP Rocky on ASAP!
Still from Zero Dark Thirty | Photo courtesy of Jonathan Olley
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The 9th annual PuSh 
International Performing 
Arts Festival
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Kicking off yet another year of arts festivals in 
Vancouver is run number 
nine of the PuSh International 
Performing Arts Festival. 
Starting this week (Tuesday, 
January 15) and running 
until Sunday, February 3, 
this immense and brilliant 
festival offers us some of 
the most creative, moving, 
experimental, and downright 
awesome performances from 
around the world. Having 
written about this spectacular 
festival in previous years, 
this year we chose to give 
you a different feel for what 
to expect by interviewing the 
festival’s Executive Director, 
Norman Armour, on the 
festival’s background and 
what attendees can expect this 
year.
But first of course, Armour 
opened with an introduction:
“I’m one of the co-
founders [of the PuSh 
Festival], so my involvement 
goes all the way back about 
11 years. The festival was also 
co-founded by Katrina Dunn 
of Touchstone Theatre, and 
it was the two organizations, 
Touchstone Theatre and 
Rumble Productions, that got 
[it started] back in 2003 or so.
“We certainly wanted it to 
be multi-disciplinary—both 
Katrina and myself graduated 
from Simon Fraser University’s 
School for Contemporary 
Arts—and our training was 
certainly in theatre, but it 
was also in dance and music, 
film and visual art. We had 
started initially with just three 
theatre pieces, and then in 
the second year we added a 
dance work. We always had in 
our intention to have mostly 
multi-disciplinary to tap into 
different audiences, different 
organizations, curators… and 
even our own interests.”
The PuSh Festival, while 
being widely recognized for 
its content, is also known for 
the fact that it’s the official 
first arts festival of the year, 
every year in Vancouver. But 
with that said, January is also 
kind of a bummer month—
the holidays have ended, 
everyone’s back at school 
and/or work, New Year’s 
resolutions are being failed… 
perhaps all that had something 
to do with the timing?
“The idea of doing it in 
January was, in some ways, 
to get rid of winter blues 
and offer something fairly 
soon after New Year’s. There 
are people starting to get 
out and about and looking 
for something interesting to 
do… but we also saw it as a 
situation where there wasn’t 
currently a festival.
“It was an opportunity 
to connect with certain 
organizations that might be 
launching their calendar year 
of presentations. There are 
things that may only exist 
during the festival, but some 
cases, like the Arts Club 
[Theatre Company], have a 
longer run and continue on 
afterwards; that’s the case with 
I, Malvolio, which will extend 
for a week after the festival. In 
some cases PuSh leads shows 
into longer runs, and in other 
cases it’s simply a great fan fair 
of starting the New Year.”
Along with the main line 
of performances, such as I, 
Malvolio, is the additional 
lineup set aside for Club PuSh, 
a “festival within a festival” as 
Armour describes it.
“Club PuSh will be 
entering fourth version this 
year, and it’s a co-presentation 
with Theatre Conspiracy, 
a great theatre company in 
[Vancouver]. It’s a platform for 
experimentation and works 
happening in a less formalized 
venue—more of a club setting, 
but a very focused setting. 
Think of it as if you were in 
the ‘40s in New York, and 
you stumbled into a jazz bar 
and you heard John Coltrane 
playing, and you just have this 
real focus and tension on this 
thing that was happening.
“It’s a place for 
commissioning work for 
things that really don’t fit 
the mould. It’s also a place 
to highlight the music scene 
here in the Pacific Northwest. 
It’s a social hub for artists and 
the public to gather together, 
have a drink, and converse; a 
place for out of town visitors, 
presenters, and artists to sit 
down and hang out at. It tends 
to be a little bit cheaper as 
well, and when you pay for a 
ticket it’s for an 8 p.m. show, 
and if it’s the weekend it also 
gets you in later for following 
bands.”
Naturally, seeing as PuSh 
really does get a chance to call 
dibs on the first of the year’s 
best, we wanted to know what 
Armour’s big picks of the 2013 
festival were.
“Ride the Cyclone is a 
runaway hit from Victoria, and 
it was a huge, huge audience 
success… it’s quite great. The 
other thing is King Lear from 
Taiwan, at The Centre—it’s 
going to be an extraordinary 
evening, these are master 
artists, exploring the questions 
and themes of their lines 
and Shakespeare’s King Lear 
himself… it’s been touring 
countless festivals around the 
world, including Edinburgh. 
“There’s a number of 
dance works this year as well, 
and a big favourite of mine 
is Still Standing You from 
Belgium; two guys go at it, and 
it’s about friendship and the 
edges of friendship, it’s really 
a remarkable piece, and it runs 
for four nights—that’s in the 
last week of the festival. They 
can only do it two nights in a 
row because it’s so strenuous 
and demanding that they have 
to take a break. And since 
we were talking about Club, 
Northern Soul, 30 Cecil Street & 
A Western, three groups from 
England, are young hip theatre 
performance groups… it’s a 
really great night.”
Armour ended the 
interview sending out thanks 
to some of the festival’s co-
workers and highlighting the 
opening show.
“We’re very proud 
of working with SFU 
Woodward’s downtown, and 
we have a great opening show 
this year from Seattle called A 
Crack In Everything. The show 
refers to the idea that there is 
a crack in everything in the 
world, and that’s where the 
light shines through. It’s a 
great, beautiful piece, and it 
is the first performance of the 
festival and will run for two 
nights.”
For information on shows, 
ticket prices, and the festival 
itself, visit http://pushfestival.
ca/. 
PuSh it real good
Tim Crouch star of I, Malvolo | Photo courtesy of www.pushfestival.ca
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By Laurel Borrowman, 
Life & Style Editor
2012 was the most whirlwind 
year for me, jam-packed with 
some of the most triumphant 
moments of achievements and 
some rock-bottom failures 
I’m happy to say goodbye to 
as we creep into 2013. Any 
interesting story should have a 
bitchin’ soundtrack, and this is 
some music released in past 12 
months that made exactly that. 
But picking a favourite album 
is difficult, so the following are 
based on two main criteria: I 
loved the whole album, and I 
listened to it a lot. 
5. Centipede Hz (by Animal 
Collective, released September 
4)
While a lot of diehard fans—and 
fans of good music the world 
over—hailed Merriweather Post 
Pavilion (2009) as the band’s 
opus, I’d be lying if I said I’ve 
even listened to that entire 
album. I assumed that the band 
was too glitchy and noisy to 
become a staple, so when I was 
obligated to listen to Centipede 
Hz for work earlier last year, I 
was pleasantly surprised. The 
first few listens were indeed 
awkward, with no particular 
songs emerging as memorable 
or even distinct from each other; 
I heard a cacophony of digital 
instrumentation that kind of 
stressed me out. But around the 
fourth time through, lead singer 
Avey Tare wailing, “I don’t 
want to knock you down” on 
“Monkey Riches” got stuck in 
my head. And then “wide eyed/
wide eyed/wide eyed” on the 
track of the same name. And 
then every other song. Centipede 
Hz crept up on me, and I’m glad 
I gave it the chance. 
4. Mean Sun (by Brasstronaut, 
released May 15)
The band’s second LP, Mean Sun, 
is a culmination of meticulously 
composed and written orchestral 
pop. From the shimmering 
trickling intro of the sitar-esque 
loop on the first 35 seconds 
of opening track “Bounce,” 
through the eerie ominous title 
track “Mean Sun,” to the light, 
up-tempo “Falklands,” the 
Vancouver sextet meld trumpet, 
keys, EWI, and, on occasion, 
even glockenspiel, that carries 
through 10 tracks of addictively 
catchy highs and gruesomely 
moving lows. Lead singer Edo 
Van Breemen narrates the story 
with heartfelt vocals: with “Our 
love grew slow like coral reefs 
beneath the warming waves 
of the ocean,” (“Bounce”) to 
getting “blackout wasted all 
the time,” (“Mean Sun”) and 
finishing with “send me out 
to sea” on closer “Mixtape,” 
accompanied by guest Rakel 
Leifsdottir. Big bonus if you pick 
up the vinyl, which contains 
a glowing, semi-translucent 
orb—a sun, perhaps, but 
anything but mean.
3. 12:34 (by Needles//Pins, 
released July 1)
I love this album heaps, and I 
know it’s partially because it’s 
relative. There are so few rock 
or punk albums—basically 
anything not mostly electronic 
or hip-hop—made in recent 
years that leave me inspired 
or wanting more. So when 
this Vancouver trio dropped 
12:34, a title taken for the 
time of day that’s become a 
good omen to drummer Macy 
Budgell, I ripped through all 
25 minutes of all 11 tracks 
twice in a row. Albums like this 
reinforce my faith in the alt-
rock I was obsessed with as a 
teenager; while it’s pop-punk, 
it’s still the standard three-
piece arrangement of grungy, 
catchy guitar riffs, thumping 
fast bass, and snappy, clashing 
drums. Production weekends at 
Discorder magazine frequently 
begin with blasting 12:34 to get 
our heads out of the morning 
fog, my favourites being opener 
“I Don’t Mind,” “I Heart Your 
Drugs,” and “Drop It.” The 
lyrics lament about shitty 
girls, breakups, getting drunk, 
smoking, and partying, and 
carry a distinctive doo-wop, 
sing-along-with-us feel. Listen 
to it and bug out.
2. In Our Heads (by Hot Chip, 
released June 6)
This was the quintessential 
soundtrack to the summer that 
made every bike ride to the 
beach, every late night dance 
party, windows-down drive 
out of town that much brighter. 
Anthemic opener “Motion 
Sickness” evokes a sense of 
yesteryear with a string of lyrics 
asking to “remember when…” 
to the tune of a step-touch-
dance tuba line; “Flutes,” begins 
with a chopped up child-like 
chant that grows into a full-
on techno dance-floor banger; 
and “Look At Where We Are” 
is a lovely, melodic ballad that 
could possibly mend the most 
fractured of breakups. It’s lovely. 
And no matter how fast or slow 
it goes, there’s a definite theme 
of feel-goodery and positive 
vibes throughout. My only 
negative I have surrounding 
this band and this album in 2012 
is missing not one, but both of 
their shows at the Commodore 
in September. 
1. WIXIW (by Liars, released 
June 4)
One listen to WIXIW’s 
(pronounced “wish you”) 
first single, “No. 1 Against 
The Rush,” and I was hooked. 
When an album has a single 
that strong, it’s hard to imagine 
the rest of it being far behind; 
this is a great example of that. 
Although other Liars’ albums 
have been more in the vein of 
experimental rock, WIXIW is 
heavily electronic; it’s a contrast 
similar to Radiohead’s transition 
between The Bends and Kid A. 
It’s a creepy, haunting, 
almost gothic ride, and on first 
listen you might think lead 
singer Angus Andrew is the 
only human behind the project: 
it feels somewhat mechanical. 
Drum machines, samples, 
and loops are prevalent on 
the murky tracks, and his 
vocals cut a glaring beam of 
light through each. And if a 
measure of an album’s success 
is that it ingrains the listener 
with its themes, making us feel 
how they feel and understand 
somehow, then WIXIW gets 
an A-plus. Every time I listen 
to it, I feel those feelings—
longing, isolation, missing, and 
essentially and appropriately, 
wishing-–yet all in an exciting 
and uplifting way. 
See you here next week when 
student contributor Adam 
Tatelman continues our “Top 
five of 2012” lists with his picks 
for video games!
Top five albums of 2012
Centipede Hz - Animal  Collective
Mean Sun -  Brasstronaut
12:34 - Needles//Pins
10
Life & Style. Have a fitness tip or recipe to share? Contact the editor at lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
Post-holiday drinking 
apocalypse  
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
Several weeks ago, I wrote an article about how I achieved 
100 days without consuming 
one drop of alcohol, offering 
advice from my experience. 
My choice to be sober came 
after I decided that alcohol was 
a complete burden in my life. 
Although the holiday season 
was (at times) a challenge to 
keep from taking part in the 
“cause of/solution to all of life’s 
problems,” I charged through 
using some creative, sometimes 
hilarious, techniques that I will 
now share with you, along with 
some personal examples.
1) No one cares if you aren’t 
drinking
People tend to focus solely 
on themselves when they get 
drunk. Although people may 
call you a few choice words or 
try to slip you a drink if they 
become aware of your dry night, 
ignore it and understand that 
the night will most likely be just 
as ridiculous. Bonus points if 
you can add fuel to the mayhem 
of drunken debauchery in a 
sober frame of mind. 
2) Live in the moment
Interesting and fascinating 
events still occur when you’re 
sober, and even more so when 
you are at a party, bar, or dance 
club. If some drunken stranger 
pulls you aside to dance or 
to examine the inside of your 
mouth with their tongue then 
just go or don’t go with it. You 
are sober and can make your 
own decision as to what is right 
and wrong.
3) Babysit your intoxicated 
friends
This may sound more 
like an arduous chore than a 
pleasure, but if you put the right 
spin on this, you can have a 
lot of fun. For example, if you 
are in some type of “drinking 
establishment” and your 
buddy is being indecisive about 
talking to someone they found 
attractive, start messing his 
or her mind. I find that when 
people are intoxicated they have 
no real concept of what the hell 
is going on around them, so they 
will for the most part believe 
anything you tell them. Another 
side to babysitting drunk friends 
is that you can make decisions 
like you normally would; thus 
when you decide it’s time to get 
out of a bad situation or that 
you’ve had enough at 4 a.m., 
you have the power to call the 
shots and your sober decisions 
will seem extremely logical or 
even brilliant to them. 
4) Be spontaneous
Similar to my second point, 
spouting off random actions 
and words while surrounded by 
drunken people is a liberating 
feeling and receiving a mixed 
reaction is even better. If you 
think that attempting to freestyle 
rap while playing floor hockey 
with kitchen utensils at a house 
party is in your cards that night, 
then go for it. 
5) Don’t stop having fun
I cannot emphasize enough 
that this is the most important 
tip I can share with you. If you 
think one of the only ways 
you can have fun in life is by 
drinking, then you are wrong. 
I said and did some of the 
funniest, craziest, and most 
spontaneous things I have ever 
done in my life this past holiday 
season, and I will never forget 
them.  
I urge you to be cautious 
when surrounded by drinking 
while sober. If you feel 
uncomfortable or have the urge 
to cave, then you have to make 
a decision as to whether you 
want to leave or join in. If you 
have the willpower to refrain, 
I commend you. On the other 
hand, if you cave and decide 
to join in, then maybe sobriety 
is not for you. Sobriety, in my 
opinion, equals no hangovers, 
no drama, more money, and 
the everlasting quest to answer 
some very deep questions in life. 
Alcohol has no part of this.
Five ways to burn 
50 calories
By Caitlin Van Den Brink, 
Contributor
Around now, everyone is starting to realize that their 
New Year’s resolution to lose 
weight is actually a lot of work. 
However, here at The Other 
Press, we’re determined to help 
you cut corners wherever you 
can, making your resolution as 
easy as possible to manage. For 
instance, did you know that you 
can burn more calories by...
 
1) Bringing your book to you
Students have textbooks. 
That’s a well-known fact. 
Instead of reading it while it 
lies on your bed or a table, hold 
it up so that you don’t have 
to look down at it. Reading 
suddenly becomes an isometric 
exercise that will strengthen 
your shoulders and arms, and 
help burn calories.
2) Being tidy
Not only can several 
housecleaning activities—
from vacuuming to ironing to 
dusting—burn over 100 calories 
per hour, but having a clean 
house can help lower stress and, 
with it, lower that fat-inducing 
hormone cortisol. And, let’s face 
it: life is easier when you don’t 
have to dig through that pile of 
clothes on your bedroom floor 
each morning. 
3) Fidgeting
Tapping your feet, twirling 
your pen, and pacing while 
you talk on the phone all burn 
more calories than sitting 
still. However, a 150-pound 
person who regularly performs 
activities such as these can burn 
up to an extra 300 calories a 
day when compared to a non-
fidgeter. That’s a difference of 
more than 30 pounds a year!
4) Watching a scary movie
Sound too good to be true? 
It’s not. These movies activate 
your fight or flight response, 
which in turn increases your 
heart rate, increases your resting 
metabolic rate, and decreases 
your appetite. Just stay away 
from the munchies that 
normally go along with Friday 
the 13th. 
5) Splurging
Whether it’s grocery 
shopping or window shopping, 
you’re doing your body (though 
maybe not your wallet) a favour. 
The constant movement—
pushing a food buggy, carrying 
bags of clothes, stretching to 
grab items from a top shelf—is a 
surprisingly effective workout. 
Bringing some friends along 
makes it a double-whammy 
when this suddenly social event 
beats back daily stressors and 
lowers cortisol levels. 
Resolution solutions
150 days without alcohol
Still from Anchor Man | Photo courtesy of Dreamworks
Photo courtesy of spunkinator 
Flickr (Creative Commons)
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Students can apply for 
the Cultural Connections 
until February 1
By Glauce Fleury, Contributor
English as a Second Language students have no reason to 
feel lonely at Douglas College. 
International or domestic 
English-for-Academic-Purpose 
students starting their first 
semester can apply for the 
Cultural Connections Program, 
for which the deadline is 
February 1. This program pairs 
newcomers with returning 
Canadian or international 
students who can then act as 
mentors. During the semester, 
they spend time together and 
help the new students make a 
smooth transition into their new 
school life.
“For the first semester 
students, it’s a great opportunity 
to meet somebody who will help 
them with their concerns and 
will be dedicated to them, and 
also to improve their English,” 
explains Mehrnaz Kobari, 
who coordinates the program, 
designed by the International 
Office. Ideally, one new student 
is paired with one mentor. The 
program, however, is adjusted 
to the number of applicants, and 
mentors can have more than 
one mentee. “The returning 
students have a lot of benefits, 
and can practice sociability, 
volunteering, and leadership.” 
At the end of the semester, they 
can request a reference letter and 
improve their resumes.
The participation of 
returning students is vital to 
the success of the Cultural 
Connection. “We need mentors 
who are open to new cultures, 
ideas, and people coming 
from different backgrounds; 
they have to be flexible and 
compassionate, and act as 
leaders to get students involved 
because most of them can 
be shy,” says Kobari. In the 
end, everybody improves the 
sociability and feels like part of 
a team. 
Last fall, nearly 100 students 
joined the program. One of 
those who joined, Taranjot 
Kaur, came from India to study 
biology. “Being a student from 
different ethnicity and culture 
means a whole bunch of new 
experiences,” admits Kaur. The 
idea of being guided fascinated 
her. “I was looking for a friendly 
mentor who could understand 
my shortcomings as an 
international student with the 
least idea about the Canadian 
community, and the program 
exceeded my expectations.” For 
Komkrit Lertvisitchai, who is in 
the University Transfer Program, 
making new friends was the 
main goal—he came from 
Thailand and was interested in 
sharing his culture and knowing 
others. 
Studying anthropology, 
Verónica López, one of the 
mentors last fall, improved her 
interactions with people from 
other cultures and improved 
her interpersonal skills. She 
says the program offered 
her all the opportunities she 
wanted, but she couldn’t 
take advantage properly. “I 
didn’t foresee myself being so 
overwhelmed by school,” she 
says. The Venezuelan believes 
returning students also have one 
important role: share what they 
learned with the new ones.
Sharing the experience 
was one of the reasons that 
motivated Alex Li to apply as 
a mentor. “I tried to help new 
students to adjust to the college 
and to the life in Canada,” he 
says. The Chinese student, who 
studies accounting, remembers 
he discussed many interesting 
topics and exchanged a lot 
of ideas during the weekly 
meetings with his mentees. 
“Joining the program is an 
effective shortcut to know 
more about the college and the 
Canadian culture.”
If you’re interested in applying to 
be a mentee or a mentor, students 
can visit the Douglife website, 
and fill in the application: http://
www.douglife.ca/2012/volunteer-
opportunities/cultural-connections-
program-fall-2012.  Later, the 
applicants must also attend the 
Meet & Connect Social event where 
all the students are introduced. 
To get more information, talk to 
Mehrnaz Kobari by phone (604) 
527-5845 or email kobarim@
douglascollege.ca.
No need to feel lonely
Alex Li, Mehrnaz Kobari, and TJ | Photo courtesy of Glauce Fleury
Tips for a healthy 
friends-with-benefits 
relationship
By Viv Steele, Everyone’s Best 
Friend
Sometimes a person doesn’t have time for a serious 
relationship. Maybe they don’t 
even have the time to date. 
Their lives are so full of classes, 
part-time work, and social 
obligations that the thought 
of sitting across a table from a 
stranger, making small talk for 
the hour-long-minimum length 
of time is the very last thing they 
want to do. That hypothetical 
person would probably rather 
spend their free hour catching 
up on Portlandia or folding 
laundry.
But maybe that hypothetical 
person (let’s just say it’s me) 
also has an itch that needs to 
be scratched. So what do I do? 
I turn to the joys of the “friend 
with benefits,” someone you 
already spend time with and feel 
comfortable with and who you 
find attractive enough to roll 
around in the hay with for a bit 
(and who feels the same about 
you). This person could be a 
close friend or an acquaintance, 
and they’re probably not 
someone who you want to burn 
through, or hurt, or cast to the 
side.
So how do you keep those 
sweet benefits flowing while 
maintaining a strong friendship? 
The key is to keep the friendship 
part of the equation strong. 
One person in the partnership 
could start to feel used if the 
arrangement devolves into this 
kind of pattern: meet up, take 
clothes off, and go straight to 
bed.
Make sure, when you’re 
talking to your special fuck 
friend, to keep the conversations 
like they used to be: full of 
friend stuff. Continue to talk 
about your shared interests and 
remember the reasons you were 
friends to be begin with.
At the risk of sounding like 
a drill sergeant, I should add 
that it’s important to have some 
rules. Make it clear that if you 
do meet someone who you want 
to have a serious relationship 
with, the friendship between 
you and your lover will be able 
to switch back to normal mode. 
Devise a way to communicate to 
each other when it’s time to put 
on the brakes; like, for example, 
if one half of the arrangement 
develops feelings beyond the 
previously-agreed-upon “Hey-
let’s-just-fuck” agreement. 
If feelings are developed on 
just one side of the arrangement, 
it can be a recipe for a broken 
heart and a shattered friendship. 
So keep the communication 
open: it’s better to deal with 
issues of the heart as they come 
up, and not let them fester like 
a leg wound that will later 
have to be amputated. Above 
all, honour and respect the 
friendship that got you two 
together to begin with. The 
extracurricular sexcapades will 
help you blow off some steam, 
but remember that it came about 
because you just really like to 
hang out with each other. 
Between the Sheets: playing nice
Make sure, when you’re talking to your special fuck friend, to 
keep the conversations like they used to be: full of friend stuff.
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By Jacey Gibb, 
Assistant Editor
Two months ago, when winter semester registration 
was just another impending 
deadline circled on your 
calendar, how did you go about 
deciding what courses you’d 
be spending the next 16 weeks 
with? Did you rely on advice 
from your older siblings? Press 
your peers for information? Or 
did you do what every young 
person does these days when 
they’re faced with something 
they’re unsure of: turn to the 
Internet for answers.
Back in 1999, a software 
engineer by the name of 
John Swapceinski created 
the website TeacherRatings.
com, primarily because of 
his frustration with a former 
professor. Fourteen years and 
a name change later, the site 
now boasts over 15 million 
user comments, evaluating 
1.7 million professors and 
compiling ratings for over 8,000 
schools. With such impressive 
numbers to back it, there’s no 
doubt that RateMyProf is a far 
reaching vehicle. But despite 
the website’s popularity, 
it hasn’t been without 
controversy and criticism. 
What is RateMyProf?
The website itself is an online 
collection of comments and 
ratings of different professors 
and, more recently, schools 
overall.
When rating a professor, 
students must provide 
answers on a scale of 1 to 5 
on the professor’s easiness, 
helpfulness, and clarity, as 
well as the student’s interest in 
the subject prior to the course 
and how much they used the 
textbook. It is also required 
that they list what course they 
took with the professor, in 
addition to leaving some sort 
of comment—though some 
users opt for non-answers such 
as “No comment.”
Along with the required 
fields, the website offers 
students a chance to add 
information like what final 
grade they received, whether 
attendance in the class was 
mandatory, and, the feature 
of RateMyProf that is easily 
the most criticisable, if the 
professor is attractive.
Despite all of the 
information required or 
voluntarily provided by the 
student, a professor’s “Overall 
Quality” only comes from a 
combination of two categories: 
their helpfulness and clarity. 
Depending on the collective 
number of these two ratings, 
the professor receives a face 
representative of their quality: 
a smiley face for a good rating, 
a non-expressive face for an 
average rating, or a sad face 
for a poor rating.
How useful is the website?
Unfortunately, not all of the 
information provided by 
students actually shows up 
on the website. Though things 
like how necessary the course 
textbook is or what grade 
the student received can be 
included during submission, 
these don’t show up on a 
professor’s page with the 
other ratings. This means 
that readers are left unaware 
of things like how well the 
person rating the professor did 
in the course. Someone leaving 
an abysmal rating might only 
be doing so because they 
received a failing grade, while 
a rave review might come from 
a person who received an A+. 
Another factor to take 
into consideration is that, like 
most places on the Internet, 
RateMyProf can be a cesspool 
of negativity. Because ratings 
are kept anonymous and 
there’s no risk of consequence, 
users can feel entitled to 
embellish their comments 
while hiding behind a monitor.
Despite these downsides, 
the website is still one of the 
only sources students can refer 
to for information pertaining 
to instructor quality. Schools 
often issue formal evaluations 
for new instructors, but these 
are not available to the public. 
Professors can also choose 
to conduct their own course 
evaluations either during or 
at the end of the semester, but 
these are usually for personal 
reference only. Other than 
word of mouth or drawing 
from personal experience, 
RateMyProf is the only guide a 
student can use.
Is the website actually 
accurate?
A recommendation to check 
out RateMyProf usually comes 
with a free salt shaker, a.k.a. 
you shouldn’t take the website 
too seriously. After all, user-
based websites are usually 
a breeding ground for rabid 
tempers and trash talking. 
While RateMyProf edits 
content regularly and reserves 
the right to remove any 
comments relating to things 
like “derogatory remarks 
about religion, ethnicity or 
race, physical appearance, 
mental and/or physical 
disabilities,” these sorts of 
comments still exist on the site.
But despite the skepticism 
towards the website, it may be 
more valid than people give 
it credit for. A fair amount of 
research has been done on 
the website’s legitimacy, with 
mixed results. A paper released 
by the University of Maine 
entitled “RateMyProfessors.
com versus formal in-
Without contest, the most negatively received aspect of 
the website was the idea of being able to rate a professor’s 
attractiveness. If a professor receives enough “hot” ratings, 
a chili pepper appears next to their name on their page. 
Rise of  
the ratings
How RateMyProfessors.com 
is impacting the academic landscape
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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class student evaluations of 
teaching” noticed a pattern that 
professors with high ratings 
also scored very well in formal 
evaluations, stating that “when 
an instructor’s [RateMyProf] 
overall quality is particularly 
high, one can infer that the 
instructor ‘truly’ is regarded 
as a laudatory teacher.” But 
this connection between the 
two is almost exclusive to 
those with high ratings; there 
was a lack of any correlation 
between how professors with 
low RateMyProf ratings did on 
formal evaluations.
A paper released in 2011 by 
the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire also concluded that 
“Trends in student ratings on 
RateMyProfessors mirror those 
found in traditional student 
evaluations of teaching” 
and suggested that instead 
of dismissing the website 
entirely, institutions should 
“work with RateMyProfessors 
administrators to include more 
questions that are obviously 
linked to instructor pedagogy.” 
Basically, instead of writing the 
website off as a place where 
students go to bitch and moan, 
schools should be working 
towards giving the system 
more credibility.
The professor point of view on 
RateMyProf
I decided to reach out to several 
former professors for their 
perspective on the matter.
Unsurprisingly, I 
encountered a wall of resistance 
against even discussing the 
website in the first place. I 
had a few professors tell me 
that they didn’t believe that 
RateMyProf even deserved 
the merit of discussion, while 
others felt that they just didn’t 
have enough of an opinion on 
it. But there were a few who 
were willing to share their 
thoughts on the site.
“The ratings are vague 
and subjective,” one professor 
explained when I asked about 
how fair the rating categories 
were. “The motivation to write 
also comes from when they 
have extreme feelings. It’s 
going to be either really good 
or really bad.” Surprisingly, this 
was coming from the professor 
who, out of those I spoke to, 
was the most supportive of the 
website.
The idea of the 
RateMyProf being a dichotomy 
environment, with students 
either choosing to rant or 
rave about a professor, was a 
popular perspective as well. 
“It’s where students go to 
rant, so I wouldn’t endorse it,” 
another professor said.
But the awareness that 
there is opportunity to learn 
from the website was also 
evident. If a professor is able 
to filter out the extremist 
comments and avoid taking 
things personally, they can use 
the feedback in the comments 
constructively. “We’re all 
sensitive to criticism,” one 
professor admitted. “But we 
need it too.”
Without contest, the most 
negatively received aspect of 
the website was the idea of 
being able to rate a professor’s 
attractiveness. If a professor 
receives enough “hot” ratings, 
a chili pepper appears next to 
their name on their page. 
“The chili pepper signals 
to people that personal attacks 
are okay,” the professor 
most vocally against the 
feature explained why she 
didn’t approve of it, with 
another adding that it “can be 
incredibly demeaning to the 
instructor and can also be very 
personal.”
My first semester of post-
secondary, I didn’t even know 
about RateMyProf. I simply 
chose my courses around 
what allotted for maximum 
sleeping in time. As a result, I 
got a handful of really awful 
professors and a handful of 
really amazing ones. Since that 
hodgepodge of a semester, 
I’ve turned to RateMyProf to 
help, but also not define, what 
courses I take—and I believe 
it’s paid off magnificently. 
Research supports the website’s 
validity, and until institutions 
like Douglas College decide 
to implement a more official 
system for evaluating 
professors, it’s the only tool 
we’ve got. As long as you’re 
able to detect the ratings 
coming from resentment 
and the ones with reason, 
RateMyProf is a great tool to 
help you navigate the post-
secondary world.
“Absoulutely AMAZING TEACHER!! No complaints. His 
quizzes may be more in depth than other profs but it pays 
off in the end. He is very approachable if you ever need 
help, I highly reccomend him!!”
Douglas by the numbers:
The reviews are in:
*All ratings and reviews taken from www.ratemyprofessors.com
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Dine Out Vancouver offers 
some tasteful events
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
There’s been some negative news regarding Vancouver’s 
artistic scene as of late, namely 
a nonsensical change to liquor 
laws for venues and the sale 
and closure of the Waldorf 
Hotel. But while those are sad 
(and infuriating) stories that 
every respectable resident of BC 
needs to look into, right now 
we should focus on something 
positive that everyone can 
enjoy. Whether or not the City 
of Vancouver recognizes its 
independent hubs, the City at 
least recognizes its immensely 
eclectic culinary scene—
something surely exciting for 
borderline connoisseurs or any 
folks with a rumbly in their 
tumbly.
Dine Out Vancouver is 
returning for its 11th year on 
Friday, January 18. The festival 
will run for just over two weeks, 
ending on Sunday, February 
3. This vast event, hosted by 
dozens of restaurants all over 
Vancouver, is produced by 
Tourism Vancouver, who have 
worked to make it “Canada’s 
largest celebration of eating 
out,” according to the official 
website.
With over 200 restaurants 
playing host to the festival, 
there are literally too many to 
list. What can be said though, 
is that these restaurants cover 
virtually every aspect of culture 
and flavour—Italian, Indian, 
Malaysian, Japanese, seafood, 
wine bars, grills—whatever you 
want, everything is available!
The goal of the festival is 
to simply indulge everyone in 
culture. Not only will you be 
able to get a taste for the tasty, 
you’ll also get to experience (if 
one so chooses) live theatre and 
musical performances during 
your meal, open discussions 
on the culinary world in the 
form of debates and lectures, 
exciting and fun cooking 
classes, and you can even join 
in on sampling wines and 
beers. Whatever kind of dining 
experience you are looking for, it 
will be there.
Another important aspect 
is cost, and while the website 
states their host restaurants 
will be offering three (or more) 
course meals priced at $18, $28, 
and $38, one will need to factor 
in the cost of drinks, taxes, and 
tip. Putting the more expensive 
packages aside though, the $18 
packages will probably come to 
be around $30. That said, $30 
is a pretty sweet deal for what 
should be a fantastic three-
course meal.
Nonetheless, whether 
this is an experience you want 
to share with yourself, some 
friends, family, or even as a 
pre-Valentine’s Day surprise 
(only four weeks away, folks), 
you really couldn’t ask for a 
better opportunity to share 
some delightful culture with 
yourself or a loved one. So enjoy 
yourselves, head for something 
you know you’ll love or try 
something new. Either way, Dine 
Out Vancouver is an experience 
that should not be missed.
Step up to the plate
This vast event, hosted by dozens of restaurants all over 
Vancouver, is produced by Tourism Vancouver, who have worked 
to make it “Canada’s largest celebration of eating out”
Dine Out Vancouver Festival | Photo courtesy of  Vancouver Tourism (via The Georgia Straight)
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Childproofing restaurants 
is a rightful discrimination
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
When I manage to scrape together enough money 
to eat at an establishment free 
of rodents, there are certain 
things I expect. One, decent 
fare. Two, an acceptable level 
of cleanliness. And three, an 
enjoyable atmosphere devoid of 
jarring and unpleasant noises. 
Though not stated explicitly, 
my third point is chiefly directed 
towards children. “Children are 
to be seen but not heard” was 
a common saying amongst our 
family gatherings, and I must 
say that I’m now beginning 
to see the wisdom of such a 
comment. And perhaps they 
shouldn’t even be seen. Nothing 
ruins a dinner like a toddler 
bemoaning the loss of their 
right to free speech when their 
mother shushes them. Likewise, 
a baby’s wailing impression 
of Celine Dion doesn’t quite 
strike the right chord with me. 
I tend to prefer a subtler type 
of dinner entertainment.
That’s not to say I don’t 
think children are wonderful. 
They’re the future and whatnot. 
And, since I’m only on the cusp 
of reaching the magical age of 
20 myself, I’m not even sure I’m 
privileged to speak so haughtily 
on the subject. But I am. And 
kids don’t belong in restaurants.
Slight rephrase: kids don’t 
belong in certain restaurants. 
Fast food joints and family-style 
restaurants are, of course, suit-
able venues for children, and I 
expect to see them there when I 
frequent such places. However, 
if I miraculously find myself in 
The Keg, the last thing I want 
to see there is a kid. Thankfully, 
I’m not alone in this desire. 
Every now and then you hear 
a story popping up in the news 
or on some desperate gossip 
site about how a mother is com-
plaining about the gross lack 
of concern shown to her by a 
restaurant refusing to accommo-
date her child. The quote is gen-
erally along the lines of, “Why 
can’t I enjoy a night out too?” 
The answer? You can. Go get 
a babysitter and stop trying to 
destroy everyone else’s evening. 
The sense of entitlement some of 
these parents possess is nothing 
short of incredible sometimes.
However, the restaurants 
are also to be held responsible to 
some degree when one’s meal is 
disturbed. Unless a clear policy 
on children exists, the parent 
can still play the blissfully 
ignorant card and wander on 
in. Withholding common aids 
such as highchairs or a change 
table in the washroom is playing 
it a bit coy for my taste. Don’t 
be cowardly about your rule 
for children; be open and clear 
about it. Setting up an obstacle 
course and then playing dumb 
is just asking for a fight.
Have kids. Love your 
kids. But keep them out 
of my restaurants.
Presenting one’s self 
through political positions
By Idrian Burgos, Contributor
Let me start with this: I am a political person. I have a 
love of, borderline obsession, 
with politics. I read newspapers, 
whenever possible, for political 
news as well as entertainment 
news—but mostly political 
news. Most of the websites I 
visit are of a political nature. If 
there is an opportunity, I watch 
The National, or CTV National 
News, or better yet Power & 
Politics with Evan Solomon. One 
reason I have difficulty talking 
to other people is the problem 
of finding someone with similar 
political interests, because it’s 
a subject that I might babble 
on about for an hour. Politics is 
indeed an interest of mine, but it 
isn’t something that truly excites 
me.
Such are things that interest 
someone, but don’t excite them. 
The kind of politics mentioned 
above is of an ordinary kind. 
It deals with apparently 
mundane things such as foreign 
policy, controversial laws, or 
federal party leadership races. 
However, when politics start to 
deal with ideology and political 
beliefs—the “bigger issues” and 
“deeper principles” that inform 
these mundane things—politics 
is no longer the mere question of 
building a condo unit on public 
land or effective waste disposal. 
Politics now goes beyond the 
concrete to the realm of the 
abstract. It becomes the quest for 
what is beyond the small issues, 
and what underlies them. When 
politics reaches this level, an 
individual’s beliefs, principles, 
and thoughts colour it. Politics 
becomes the mirror of the 
personal.
Some people find it 
difficult to express themselves 
and opinions openly and 
plainly without appearances 
or pretensions, due perhaps to 
early experiences or social fears. 
They may express their inner 
selves indirectly by listening 
to a particular type of music 
or discussing why Bobby Lu 
is an excellent goalkeeper for 
the Canucks despite contrary 
evidence. Projecting one’s 
inner self on the political is 
another way of indirectly 
conveying one’s true self. An 
insistent view that Mr. Harper 
is the best PM this country 
has ever had, despite contrary 
evidence, may hide a long-
concealed inferiority complex, 
for the person identifies with 
the much-maligned figure. A 
repressed desire for rebellion 
may be expressed by supporting 
Fascism. The logical connection 
between the pure desire and 
its politicized version may be 
present or not present at all. 
The important thing here is 
that those views I cannot say 
in public directly, I can say 
indirectly through my political 
talk.
The same can be said of 
historical, philosophical, or 
any other kind of discussion—
academic or not. The important 
matter here is the usage of 
these topics as ways to display 
those things we have within us 
that we won’t display in plain 
form. It is the personal reflected 
through the political, historical, 
entertainment, or whatever.
Keep out, kids
When the personal becomes political
Nothing ruins a dinner like a toddler bemoaning the loss of 
their right to free speech when their mother shushes them. 
Likewise, a baby’s wailing impression of Celine Dion doesn’t 
quite strike the right chord with me. I tend to prefer a subtler 
type of dinner entertainment.
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Why can’t we be friends?
By Elliot Chan, Contributor
Your boss, your teacher, and your local policeman—
they all have two things in 
common: they can all cause 
trouble for you, and they are all 
human beings. We are often so 
concerned about the former that 
we forget about the latter. No 
matter how stressful our lives 
become, we must remember that 
despite it all, our superiors are 
people too, and they deserve 
the same respect and kindness 
that we reserve for friends and 
family. After all, so much of 
our lives are dictated by these 
individuals. Shouldn’t we at 
least get on their good sides?
I am not saying that you 
should take your boss out to 
dinner or buy your teacher 
an apple, but do take the time 
and develop a relationship 
with them. Start a conversation 
with your employer or teacher 
during coffee breaks; inquire 
about their interests, hobbies, 
and aspirations. The more you 
know about your superiors 
and the more they know about 
you, the more relaxing the 
working/learning environment 
will be. And whenever there’s 
the opportunity for perks, a 
friendship will only help your 
chances. Of course, don’t force it 
if a common rapport cannot be 
developed. But allow the chance 
for a relationship to evolve 
organically. 
Any job with an 
authoritative status is stressful. 
Though it might not look 
that way from below, the 
view from above can be just 
as intimidating. Coercive or 
positional, the power is only an 
illusion. Your boss, your teacher, 
and the bouncer at the nightclub 
are governed by higher powers 
and are simply doing their job. 
Although their role in your life 
might be unpleasant, there is no 
reason you should detest them. 
Many people see being 
friends with an authority 
figure as taboo, but that is 
only because those people are 
overwhelmed by their own 
hierarchical prejudice. Since 
the boss and the teacher are 
above them financially and in 
expertise, then surely they must 
also be above them socially. 
But that isn’t true. Social class 
is a fabricated idea and not a 
boundary. Others might see 
those people with friends 
of higher status as someone 
shamelessly attempting to climb 
some corporate or academic 
ladder. They might be—so 
what? Like everyone else, bosses 
and teachers can usually tell 
those sucking up from those 
who are genuinely friendly and 
approachable. Being able to 
present yourself in a well to do 
manner is an important skill and 
something to be proud of. 
Imagine yourself as your 
superiors. Sure, you want to 
remain professional, and you 
want to remain authoritative, 
but you still want to be 
appreciated. You don’t just 
want to be the person handing 
out the pay cheque, or the one 
marking the homework. You 
want to influence and inspire, 
and the only way to do that 
is through clear interpersonal 
communication. Friendship is 
merely something that grows 
from the relationships we sow. 
Teacher’s pet
By Anne Marie Abraham, 
Contributor
There is a fine line between teacher and student, 
between boss and employee. 
The line is one that should 
never be crossed, because 
once someone steps over the 
boundary to start a friendship, 
many problems can arise. 
Friends are equals, and there can 
be no equality when there are 
authority figures.
People in authority must 
make unbiased decisions as to 
who will get a raise, or who 
deserves an award for excellent 
achievement. The teacher or 
boss might feel obligated to give 
the benefit to the employee or 
student of their preference and 
not to who rightly deserves 
the acknowledgement. If the 
employee closest to the boss 
is given a raise, then the other 
workers will naturally be 
suspicious of whether or not 
the employee actually merited 
the raise. Accusations will fly. 
The term “teacher’s pet” will 
likely be tossed at the student 
in good graces with the teacher, 
especially if that student wins 
awards.
There is also the chance 
that the student or employee 
will become bold and take 
advantage of their connection. 
They might begin to ask for 
small things they normally 
wouldn’t ask of someone they 
are not good friends with, such 
as an extra day to complete an 
assignment, or an extra week 
of vacation time. The friend in 
the position of power will likely 
have difficulty saying the simple 
two-letter word, “no,” for fear of 
losing their friend.
When it comes to 
punishment, how can an 
authority figure avoid damaging 
the friendship that was built 
with the employee or student? 
In a way, a boss and teacher are 
like parents. They are leaders. 
They are responsible for treating 
everyone fairly and refraining 
from bias. If a student hands in 
an assignment late, then that 
student should lose marks for 
failing to meet the deadline. 
If an employee consistently 
shows up late for work, then 
that employee should not be 
given a raise. The authority 
figure must make a decision, but 
faces the danger of breaking off 
a friendship or losing face with 
the other employees or students.
Another uncomfortable 
situation will occur if there is a 
falling out between the friends. 
The friendship could end in 
the middle of the semester or 
a contract, which means that 
they must continue to face 
one another. There will surely 
be tension whenever the two 
former friends face one another 
at work or at school; a tension 
that will no doubt be vibrating 
in the air and reaching out to 
the other students or employees. 
This tension will pollute the 
workplace or classroom with a 
negative atmosphere.
It is a simple fact that 
students should not be friends 
with their teachers and 
employees should not be friends 
with their bosses.
War of Words: can you be friends with your boss?
Gary Cole as Bill Lumbergh in Office Space | Photo courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox
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By Kyrsten Downton, 
Contributor
Nowadays, it is very hard to choose a place to eat in 
Downtown Vancouver. Not only 
are there countless restaurants, 
pubs, and diners, it seems like 
almost every street has a food 
truck that has been highlighted 
on Eat Street. Honestly, how 
could anyone decide? However, 
ever since my father took me to 
Rosie’s before going to a Lions’ 
game, I have been hooked. 
Vancouver is a hot spot for 
great cuisine, and this old-style 
English pub is no exception. 
Rosie’s, on the corner 
of Robson and Hamilton, is 
very close to Roger’s Arena, 
BC Place, and the Queen 
Elizabeth Theatre. Not only 
does it have a comfortable 
atmosphere, it is the perfect 
place to grab a drink and 
eat with some friends before 
going to a big event. It’s also 
a great place to dine out with 
the entire family, including 
anyone under 19. Rosie’s 
allows minors to eat there as 
well, despite being a pub.
The dishes they serve 
are easily defined as simple 
comfort food. Every time I 
bring someone new to the 
pub, no matter how picky 
the person is, they have all 
loved the food they ordered. 
The prices are very reason-
able. You always get a good 
amount of food on your plate, 
and it’s always delicious.
I am guilty of being one 
of those people who orders 
one item on the menu, falls 
in love with it, and never 
orders anything else. The item 
I am referring to is their roast 
beef stuffed Yorkshire. The 
fluffy pastry is stuffed with 
tender roast beef and served 
on a plate with green beans, 
mashed potatoes, and smoth-
ered in delicious gravy. It’s 
honestly the best comfort food 
I have ever had, and I’ve got-
ten many other people hooked 
on this dish, so I know I’m not 
biased. Or maybe just a bit. 
The service at Rosie’s is 
fantastic, as well. Everyone 
who works there makes you 
feel so welcome. They never 
miss a beat, either. Their tim-
ing is great, and they’re incred-
ibly patient and friendly with 
you. They really help create a 
great, comfortable atmosphere.
I would recommend 
Rosie’s to anyone looking for a 
good place to eat in Vancouver. 
Not only is the service fantas-
tic and the prices reasonable, 
but the food is great too. So, 
do you want to relax and 
have a beer with a friend 
downtown? Go to Rosie’s.
By Lindsay Moore
The Gateway (University of 
Alberta)
EDMONTON (CUP) — In 
response to any degree 
requirements, I hereby write 
this article, exempting myself 
from having to take any writing-
oriented classes here at the U 
of A. My written consent for 
making me sit through lectures 
about writing is needed at all 
times. Anyone reading this can 
copy and paste this and post 
it anywhere. This will place 
them under protection from the 
Academic advisers. The violation 
of this exemption is punishable 
by law UofA1-088-02-10-0012-3 
and the Geneva Convention.
This statement, while 
untrue, could be perceived as 
real information without a little 
common sense and some online 
research. However, just because 
a person states exemption or 
protection from something using 
some technical jargon does not 
mean it’s applicable in real-life 
scenarios. Take the recent rash 
of pointless privacy-exempting 
Facebook statuses as an example.
Users believed that a lengthy, 
poorly written status could 
exempt them from certain usages 
of their personal information. In 
a matter of hours, the comedy 
website College Humor came out 
with a video explaining some of 
the contents of this “exemption” 
to all us Internet idiots. It’s fair to 
think someone is a bandwagon 
jumper or even simply an idiot 
for having posted the same 
untrue status as 40 of their closest 
friends and it’s equally fair to be 
upset for being called a moron. 
However, this isn’t something to 
be distressed about.
The real problem is that 
people are mindlessly fueling 
hoaxes and spreading unreliable 
information online. Although 
some of it can be funny, people 
who don’t take a small amount 
of time to research these hoaxes 
pollute social media by spreading 
it around as facts.
The web has never been 
a 100 per cent factual place to 
obtain information. Any user can 
contribute to what is presented 
on news feeds, personal blogs, 
encyclopedia pages and forums. 
Just because it was found on the 
Internet doesn’t make it true.
This isn’t the first Internet 
hoax to be circulated virally, and 
it certainly won’t be the last. Just 
look at the Invisible Children 
fiasco that tried to bring attention 
to Joseph Kony’s use of child 
soldiers. The slogan KONY2012 
spread like wildfire and many 
people planned to participate 
in protest events. Instead of this 
project running smoothly, many 
people quickly discovered that 
it was more of a hoax than a 
mission. It was quickly realized 
that Kony had been out of power 
for years and this campaign 
accomplished very little. Many 
new-found “activists” lost 
interest. It’s amazing what a little 
research can do. Most Internet 
users will never know if in fact 
the information they received 
was true, nor will they know if 
their actions impacted any cause 
other than giving hits to a heart-
wrenching video.
Due to the sometimes-
unreliable nature of the web, 
Internet users should take 
everything they watch or read 
with a grain of salt. It isn’t 
difficult to spend a couple 
minutes making sure a new 
Facebook status is accurate or 
if a play on words will insult a 
specific group of people. The 
World Wide Web is a database 
for an incredible amount of 
information and users should 
make use of this resource without 
polluting it. People need to think 
before they post.
Off Campus Cuisine: Rosie’s English feast can’t be beat
Putting thought into posts prevents problems
Rosie’s on Robson | Photo courtesy of Yelp.ca
Ugandan rebel leader Joseph Kony | Photo courtesy of AP
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Shanahan’s gross 
mishandling of RGIII
 
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
It turns out that the Redskins lost more than just the 
game when they played the 
Seahawks in the first round 
of the playoffs. Robert Griffin 
III, their prized franchise 
quarterback suffered ACL, 
LCL, and meniscus tears. To 
those who aren’t up with the 
anatomical lingo, he basically 
destroyed his knee.
It never should have 
gotten to that point though. 
RGIII was already playing on 
a less than 100 per cent knee 
coming into the game, hobbled 
by a previous injury. He 
probably shouldn’t have been 
playing at all. Mike Shanahan 
stuck RGIII into the game 
anyway. The rookie got off to a 
roaring start, leading the ‘Skins 
to two touchdowns right off 
the bat. It wasn’t long after 
that though that things began 
to head downhill. Facing a 
ferocious Seattle pass rush, it 
was only a matter of time. Sure 
enough, RGIII eventually came 
up limping. Limping badly. 
With the face of the 
franchise clearly injured, 
what did Shanahan do? He 
kept him in the game. Makes 
you wonder if anything goes 
on in that head of his at all. 
Playing on one leg, Griffin was 
bottled up completely by the 
‘Hawks defense, and one felt 
that it couldn’t be long before 
a switch had to be made for 
the good of the team. But no, 
RGIII was still there late in 
the fourth, and that’s when 
disaster struck. RGIII’s knee 
buckled after the pivot tried 
to coral a bad snap and he 
crumpled to the ground. He 
stayed down. 
The reports suggest that 
Griffin only suffered a partial 
tear (of his ACL at least), but 
as anyone knows, in the world 
of professional sports, a partial 
tear is as good as a full tear; 
if you want to get back to full 
functionality, you have to have 
it all replaced anyway. And if it 
all wasn’t bad enough already, 
the young signal caller tore the 
ACL in the same knee several 
years ago at Baylor.
How Shanahan still has 
a job is a mystery to me. 
What he did is the equivalent 
of taking a car out on a flat 
tire, continuing to drive the 
car as it popped another, 
and then taking none of the 
responsibility when the vehicle 
ultimately crashed. Sideline 
reports have indicated that 
Griffin wanted to stay in the 
game, but what RGIII wanted 
is completely irrelevant. The 
coach is there for a reason. 
He’s there to manage the team 
and make smart decisions. 
Decisions players can’t make 
for themselves. Regardless of 
what his quarterback told him, 
Shanahan should have ignored 
it and sat him on the bench.
And now RGIII will most 
likely try and come back 
in time for the start of next 
season. He’ll probably tear 
some ligaments again and 
cast his career into doubt. 
The world only has one 
Adrian Peterson. The Vikings 
running back is a freak of 
nature. One of a kind. Coming 
off reconstructive knee 
surgery in late December and 
managing to return for the 
season opener was nothing 
short of remarkable. And 
then to lead the league in 
rushing and almost break Eric 
Dickerson’s rushing record in 
the same season? No words 
adequately describe what 
an impossible feat he pulled 
off. While Robert Griffin III 
is an incredible athlete, to try 
and replicate AP’s comeback 
would be utter foolishness. 
Take the necessary time and 
rehab it fully. Sit out until late 
in the year, or even take the 
entire season off. There’s no 
sense in risking a bright future 
for a few wins.
Tearing it up
RGIII injured on the ground while his team surrounds him
Photo courtesy of Jonathan Newton (via The Washington Post)
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A Dark Age for 
Vancouver sport fans
 
 
By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
April 22, 2012 marked the last Vancouver Canucks 
game. September 9, 2012, the 
Vancouver Canadians con-
cluded their season. November 
1, the Whitecaps were defeated 
and knocked out of their first 
MLS playoffs. November 18, 
2012 was the disappointing last 
game for the BC Lions. And 
the Vancouver Giants, with a 
current record of 11-28-0, are 
unworthy of being considered 
entertainment. Needless to say, 
the city has been in a sports 
drought. And after gorging 
ourselves on the brief World 
Junior Championship, most 
of us still feel unsatisfied, 
like having eaten candy for 
dinner. Now that the NHL is 
back, the banquet is served. 
But let’s not forget the other 
sports and other leagues 
around the world. Just because 
we’re sports fans doesn’t 
mean we can’t be cultured. 
Not far beyond the horizon, 
our American neighbours are 
enjoying their bounty in NFL 
playoffs and NBA midseason. 
With the Super Bowl held 
in New Orleans this year on 
February 3, you know it will be 
a grand spectacle, regardless 
of the teams in the final. As for 
NBA, the big three of LeBron 
James, Dwyane Wade, and 
Chris Bosh are proving their 
worth, leading the conference 
and eager to defend their title. 
But all eyes are on the usurpers. 
Kevin Durant looks to be the 
key to success in Oklahoma City, 
and Chris Paul and Blake Griffin 
of the LA Clippers look posed to 
do some real damage overtaking 
the Lakers as the Los Angeles 
team to root for. The current 
unpredictability of the two 
America-based sports makes 
it worthwhile to check out. 
On January 14, 2013, the 
Australian Open tennis cham-
pionships begin in Melbourne. 
The opportunity to see Novak 
Djokovic and Roger Federer face 
each other in a rematch is a good 
enough reason to stay up late. 
And if those two take up the 
top spots, then Andy Murray 
will be a respectable number 
three. After reaching the finals 
in two of the last three years, 
it seems that Murray always 
saves his best for the Aussies. 
Since he won the gold medal 
at the Olympics in his British 
homeland against Federer, 
Murray is expected by many 
to finally surpass his long-time 
rival and top seed, Djokovic. 
Across the pond, the UEFA 
Championship round of 16 has 
been set and there are some 
key games leading up to the 
May 25 finals: Manchester 
United against Real Madrid 
on February 13 and March 5, 
AC Milan versus FC Barcelona 
on February 20 and March 12, 
and Arsenal taking on Bayern 
Munich on the same days. With 
memories of Chelsea winning 
4–3 on penalty kicks after a 1–1 
draw against Bayern Munich 
at the finals in Germany, an 
epic tension is building up 
because of the finals being 
held at Wembley Stadium in 
England. Bayern would love 
to make their tenth appearance 
in the deciding game, but with 
so many quality teams in the 
mix it seems unlikely to see an 
England-Germany rematch. 
Although there might 
not be a whole lot going on 
north of the 49th parallel, 
like tropical fruit in January, 
there are always exports from 
other countries to enjoy. 
Sport-starved city
Photo courtesy of Rich Lam/Getty Images
Just because we’re sports fans doesn’t 
mean we can’t be cultured. 
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FIFA hands out 
some hardware
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
The votes are in for FIFA’s “world player of the year” 
and, unsurprisingly, the title 
goes to Lionel Messi. Clad in a 
polka dot jacket and matching 
bow tie, the Argentinian imp 
took to the stage to accept the 
award people predicted he 
would win months ago.
It’s Messi’s fourth Ballon 
d’Or in a row and it’s well 
deserved. He’s head and 
shoulders above the rest of the 
world right now. That fact was 
emphasized by his shattering of 
Gerd Müller’s goal record (85) 
for a calendar year with 91 in 69 
games. It seems to be a figure 
better suited for a hockey player 
of the ‘80s than a soccer player. 
But Messi is real, as any Spanish 
Primera club will tell you. In 
fact, he’s too real.
One of the knocks on Messi 
in the past has been his failure 
to replicate his club success 
for his country, but he safely 
put that behind him this year, 
scoring 12 goals for Argentina. 
Toss in his ridiculous ability 
to spot the perfect pass along 
with his unstoppable dribbling 
and knack for finding the back 
of the net and it’s obvious that 
he’s the complete package. The 
Argentinian finished with 41.6 
per cent of the vote, Cristiano 
Ronaldo came second with 23.7 
per cent, and Andrés Iniesta 
finished third with 10.9 per 
cent. Good to see that the world 
agrees.
For the women’s game, 
American Abby Wambach was 
named top dog with Brazilian 
Marta and fellow American 
Alex Morgan finishing second 
and third respectively. Similar 
to Messi, the result was never in 
any real doubt. After leading the 
United States to Olympic gold, 
Wambach was poised to take 
home the hardware halfway 
through the year.
More importantly though, 
was the exclusion of Canadian 
star Christine Sinclair. In the 
words of Canada’s coach John 
Herdman, her absence from the 
top three was a “travesty.” And 
he’s right. Sinclair almost single-
handedly drove the national 
team to the bronze medal, 
picking up the Golden Boot after 
six goals (an Olympic record) in 
the tournament. She finished the 
year with 23 goals.
It’s just another FIFA snub. 
Step out of line and they’ll make 
sure you pay for it. Canada’s 
captain is already serving a 
four-game suspension for 
her comments following the 
Canada-USA semi-final and it’s 
clear that FIFA didn’t quite think 
that was punishment enough.     
Spanish national team coach 
Vicente del Bosque took home 
the Coach of the Year award for 
the men after guiding La Roja to 
a European title, and American 
national coach Pia Sundhage 
took home the honour on the 
women’s side. Lionel Messi with the FIFA Men’s World Player of the Year trophy
Photo courtesy of Getty Images
Vancouver Canucks goaltender Cory Schneider | Photo courtesy of  Darryl Dyck/CP
Will the  results be 
different? 
 
By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
For several years, the Vancouver Canucks have 
been a notoriously slow-start-
ing team. But somehow by 
mid-season they pull a few 
winning streaks together and 
suddenly at the end they are on 
top of the league and Presidents’ 
Trophy winners. This year, 
with 48 games scheduled, 
every game becomes so much 
more important. Although 
the core of the team is still 
intact, several key areas of the 
Canucks’ lineup may require 
some tinkering. And if they 
are unable to find chemistry 
off the bat, then a short season 
will feel a lot shorter. 
The most crucial problem is 
the absence of Ryan Kesler. After 
a shoulder and wrist surgery in 
the summer, the Canucks’ most 
valuable two-way forward is 
still recovering. With no sched-
ule set for his return and Kesler 
refusing to risk any setbacks, the 
team will simply have to cope 
without him for the time being. 
Left winger Chris Higgins will 
be the most likely candidate to 
replace Kesler as the second-line 
centre. But concerning points, 
David Booth, Jannik Hansen, 
and Mason Raymond will be 
expected to pick up the slack. 
Despite everything Roberto 
Luongo has done, Vancouver 
still remains a goalie graveyard. 
Amidst the skeletons of Dan 
Cloutier and Felix Potvin, Cory 
Schneider will now take the 
spotlight as the number one 
goalie in town. During his rise 
through the Canucks organi-
zation, fans have developed 
a bond with the 26-year-old 
Massachusetts native. But 
with Luongo’s departure 
imminent, how many chances 
will the fan base offer before 
the faith in Schneider, like that 
in his predecessor, runs dry?
While GM Mike Gillis 
was fairly idle with free agent 
signings this past summer, 
there was a notable newcomer: 
Jason Garrison from the Florida 
Panthers. With a six-year 
contract in place, Garrison is 
taking on big shoes replacing 
Sami Salo on the blue line. For 
some, the lockout was a blessing 
and that was just the case for 
the White Rock native. Garrison 
had been nursing a groin injury 
when he was signed, but now 
the 28-year-old player is ready 
to hit the ice with his new team.
The Canucks’ depth has 
been one of the team’s strengths 
for many years and this one will 
be no different. But since it is a 
tighter schedule don’t expect 
to see as many line changes 
and swaps with the farm team. 
Alain Vigneault needs to see 
the big picture and get the team 
to the playoffs; that means 
relying on the core. Daniel and 
Henrik Sedin must produce 
points, Alexander Edler and 
Dan Hamhuis will need to 
contribute on the power play, 
and Corey Schneider must 
elevate his game and become 
the new face of the franchise. No 
pressure, or anything. 
Messi business
Changes for the Canucks
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Balotelli causing a ruckus
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Manchester City striker Mario Balotelli is, to put 
it moderately, a handful. The 
Italian decided to kick off the 
first week of January with a 
hard tackle on Scott Sinclair in 
practice; this led to manager 
Roberto Mancini dashing in to 
get Balotelli off the pitch, only 
to end up in a bit of a scuffle. 
Needless to say, the incident 
was all over the papers. With 
the transfer window being open 
until the end of the month, the 
rumour mill immediately got 
started on the possibility of a 
move.
And when Mancini got his 
chance to speak to the media 
and voice his public disgust 
at the immature behaviour of 
the talented striker, he, just like 
Balotelli’s play this year, failed to 
produce. The City manager said 
that the event was actually quite 
minor and the pictures made it 
look a lot worse than it was. No 
threat of Balotelli being sold. 
No mention of a fine. Not even 
a benching. Though Sinclair 
didn’t, Balotelli got off Scott-free.
Mancini’s response 
mystifies me. Even if this 
particular episode is as innocent 
as he purports it to be, there 
has been a general lack of 
disciplinary action taken against 
Balotelli since his arrival at the 
Manchester club. The troubled 
Italian has, among other things, 
picked up four red cards, 
crashed his car, had fireworks 
go off in the bathroom of his 
house, fought with teammates, 
and thrown a dart at someone 
in his two and a half years. My 
personal favourite was when 
Manchester City was playing the 
LA Galaxy in a pre-season game. 
Balotelli had an opportunity 
for a clear shot on goal, but 
he instead chose to spin and 
backheel…wide. Mancini, to his 
credit that day, took the failed 
showboater off the pitch right 
away. 
The 22-year-old player has a 
nose for trouble, and it’s hard to 
see why the club hasn’t kicked 
him to the curb yet. Yes, there’s 
definitely talent there; his brace 
at the World Cup proved that. 
But is that talent worth putting 
up with all the negatives that 
come with it? His talent has 
also failed to manifest itself for 
the Citizens this season. In 13 
Premier League games, Balotelli 
has all of one goal to his name. 
You have to think that 
Mancini is being muzzled a bit 
by the upper brass. His outbursts 
of emotion seem far too frequent 
and genuine to simply chalk it 
up to being Italian. There’s a 
good chance Mancini doesn’t 
like Balotelli and wants him out 
of town, but the owners are of 
the opposite mindset. After all, 
while the striker is constantly 
finding himself in trouble, he is 
making headlines. Any publicity 
is good publicity? Man City 
seems to think so. 
How much trouble is talent worth?
Roberto Mancini and Mario Balotelli have words as emotions run high
Photo courtesy of News.sky.com
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By Dean R. Bell, Survivalist
December 20, 2012
Day 1. Today is the day I make my 
descent below ground. Everything is 
going according to plan. My life savings 
have been converted to gold. I have 
spent the last five years painstakingly 
collecting what I feel to be the best of 
what humankind culture has to offer: 
Anna Karenina, The Great Gatsby, The 
Holy Bible, and War and Peace to name 
a few novels. Not to mention my 
extensive collection of Beatles and Queen 
records. That ought to keep me busy 
while the rest of humanity succumbs 
to our new alien overlords, to the 
scourge of intergalactic turmoil that has 
been predicted by Mayan cultures for 
centuries. All the citizens of the world, 
save for a prudent few survivalists, will 
be writhing in pain while I bide my time 
in my cozy and secure shelter below 
the ground, deep in the forest, in an 
undisclosed location.
I just wish my disbelieving wife 
hadn’t left me, and had allowed me to 
keep our two sons underground with me. 
She will come to regret her decision.
Day 5. I’m keeping this journal so 
that once the Earth is saved from the 
otherworldly demons that will take 
over us with mind control, there will 
be at least one account from a brave 
man who survived. The aliens have 
landed. They’ve already taken control. If 
I play my cards right, if I can just make 
communication with the other survivalist 
groups (I KNOW THEY’RE OUT 
THERE), perhaps we can all have a hand 
in saving our beautiful planet. I will go 
down in history as a hero.
Day 15. My homemade plumbing 
system stopped working a week ago: 
the aliens are to blame for that one. My 
steel shelves, once filled with tinned 
meat and vegetables, hold only enough 
to last me perhaps another two weeks. I 
guess I underestimated my tendency to 
eat out of boredom. In one week’s time, I 
will begin my first expedition. Based on 
plans I bought for an economical $3,000, 
I’ve constructed the perfect barrier for 
the aliens’ mind-control rays. I’ll be safe 
in my metal suit. I only hope the other 
humans do not turn on me.
Day 22. My heart is racing. I’m 
terrified. The horrors I witnessed 
outside—oh, the horrors! 
I’ll start from the beginning, with 
my ascent into the outside world. I was 
wearing my metal suit when I emerged 
from my safe cocoon, my fortress of 
protection. I was dirty from my climb 
through the soft earth that covered the 
entrance to my underground home, that 
very same home I write from now, the 
home I will never leave again. 
I walked through the forest, making 
my way to the highway. My CB radio 
garnered only static: it seems all the 
humans have been compromised. After 
walking for about 15 minutes I saw 
my first glimpse of people! Oh how 
I had missed people, but these were 
not normal people. No, they were clad 
head to toe in dark robes, the obvious 
trappings of our new alien overlords. 
They threw strange, coloured orbs at 
one another, shouting incantations. This 
was clearly an alien-devised battle game, 
and the coloured orbs, while designed to 
look like simple bean bags, were clearly a 
form of advanced alien weapons. 
All of a sudden, the humans noticed 
me. They must have been aware of the 
purpose of my mind-control-shield 
suit, because they all came toward me 
at once. My helmet blocked their voices 
from my ears but I can only assume that 
their intent was to capture me. I ran 
back to safety as fast as I could. I had 
seen enough. This is where I will die. 
Hopefully someday someone will find 
this journal and know that at least one 
person made an attempt to resist the 
alien invasion. Oh, if only more people 
had listened to me!
With files from Sophie Isbister.
The lone survivor | Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
Before YouTube was overrun by cat videos, it was a platform for comedy. So 
let’s remember the classics.
Try to only watch this video once. I dare you. “Don’t Hug Me I’m Scared” is 
a wonderfully executed parody video done in the style of a kid’s show. It is 
hilarious, creepy, and if I say any more, I’ll ruin it. So just watch it!
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‘This will boost support 
for both cars and 
for me’ says Ford
 
By Livia Turnbull, 
Humour Editor
Last week, Toronto citizens found themselves voicing 
their concerns about their city 
to a mayor that was not there. 
Despite his recent legal issues, 
Toronto mayor Rob Ford has 
been allowed to remain in 
office until his appeal for the 
libel suit is finally resolved. 
But it appears that Ford has 
bigger things on his mind than 
running a world-class city.  
Ford’s secretary, George 
Christopoulos, was one of the 
last people to see him before 
the mayor took off. “Right 
before Ford disappeared, 
he kept saying that he still 
wanted to fight in what he 
calls ‘The War on Cars’ and 
still prevent bike lanes from 
being built in the city.” 
Christopoulos was also the 
first person to notice that Ford 
had vacated his office. “He 
had missed a meeting earlier 
that morning and when I went 
to check in on him, I found 
the window open and a rope 
made out of bedsheets on the 
windowsill. In hindsight, it 
might have been wise to ask 
why Ford had brought those 
sheets from his house in the 
first place.” 
Security guards later 
discovered that Ford’s car 
was also missing. Around 
the same time, Christopoulos 
discovered a note addressed to 
him in Ford’s desk. 
“Ford wrote to me that 
I should tweet about his 
cross-country road trip to 
boost support for cars,” says 
Christopoulos. “Of course, I 
have no doubt that the people 
of Toronto will be enraged 
by this trip, but it’s what the 
mayor wants.”
Ford was later spotted 
at a gas station just on the 
outskirts of the city by a local 
man. “When I tried to engage 
in small talk with him, he 
complained about how hard 
it was to keep an eye on his 
gas tank, for he is a busy, busy 
man,” the eyewitness recalled 
in an exclusive interview with 
The Other Press. “He also said 
that he was going on a road 
trip to all of the drive-thrus in 
Canada. Mentioned something 
about how drive-thrus 
wouldn’t be possible if cars 
had never been invented.” 
In the past, Ford has 
made his stance on bike lanes 
very public, going as far to 
say that they would destroy 
the drive-thru and lead to 
the disappearance of many 
favourite fast food chains. He 
has also expressed his remorse 
over the loss of McDonalds’ 
Supersize option.
     
Toronto mayor Rob Ford abandons office in favour of 
cross-country drive-thru road trip
Ford at one of literally hundreds of McDonald’s locations he plans to visit as part of his trip | Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy

